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Murray N. Rothbard- 
1.      I define anarchist society as one where there is no legal possibility for 
coercive aggression against the person or property of any individual. Anarchists 
oppose the State because it has its very being in such aggression, namely, the 
expropriation of private property through taxation, the coercive exclusion of 
other providers of defense service from its territory, and all of the other 
depredations and coercions that are built upon these twin foci of invasions of 
individual rights.(Society without a state, Libertarian Forum, 1975). 
  
2.      Rights may be universal, but their enforcement must be local.(Just War, 
1994).  
  
One common theme of the Old Right, New Left, and paleoconservatism is the 
emphasis on localism and political decentralization, in contrast to the 
nationwide centralization characterizing 20th century America.  Rothbard’s 
support of localism was heavily influenced by the Catholic doctrine of 
“subsidiarity”. 
  
3.      It is no crime to be ignorant of economics, which is, after all, a specialized 
discipline and one that most people consider to be a ‘dismal science.’ But it is 
totally irresponsible to have a loud and vociferous opinion on economic subjects 
while remaining in this state of ignorance.(The Death Wish of the 
Anarcho-Communists, 1970).  
  
4.      If a man has the right to self-ownership, to the control of his life, then in 
the real world he must also have the right to sustain his life by grappling with 
and transforming resources; he must be able to own the ground and the 
resources on which he stands and which he must use. In short, to sustain his 
“human right.” (For A New Liberty: The Libertarian Manifesto, 1973).  
  
Rothbard argues that all rights derive from property rights.  The individuals’ 
ownership of their physical body is the moth basic of human rights.  



  
5.      There is one good thing about Marx: he was not a Keynesian.  
  
Rothbard was one of the few Austrian School economists to work in post WWII 
American academia.  
  
6.      The libertarian creed, finally, offers the fulfillment of the best of the 
American past along with the promise of a far better future. Even more than 
conservatives… libertarians are squarely in the great classical liberal tradition 
that built the United States and bestowed on us the American heritage of 
individual liberty, a peaceful foreign policy, minimal government, and a 
free-market economy.(For a New Liberty).  
  
Rothbard viewed libertarianism as a natural extension of American and 
Anglo-Saxon traditions.  
  
7.      It is clearly absurd to limit the term ‘education’ to a person’s formal 
schooling.(Education Free and Compulsory, 1999).  
  
8.      It is curious that people tend to regard government as a quasi-divine, 
selfless, Santa Claus organization. Government was constructed neither for 
ability nor for the exercise of loving care; government was built for the use of 
force and for necessarily demagogic appeals for votes. If individuals do not know 
their own interests in many cases, they are free to turn to private experts for 
guidance. It is absurd to say that they will be served better by a coercive, 
demagogic apparatus. (Power and Market: Government and the Economy, 
1970).  
  
9.      In this century, the human race faces, once again, the virulent reign of the 
State—of the State now armed with the fruits of man’s creative powers, 
confiscated and perverted to its own aims. The last few centuries were times 
when men tried to place constitutional and other limits on the State, only to find 
that such limits, as with all other attempts, have failed. Of all the numerous 
forms that governments have taken over the centuries, of all the concepts and 
institutions that have been tried, none has succeeded in keeping the State in 
check. The problem of the State is evidently as far from solution as ever. Perhaps 
new paths of inquiry must be explored, if the successful, final solution of the 
State question is ever to be attained.(Anatomy of the State).  
  



10.  It is in war that the State really comes into its own: swelling in power, in 
number, in pride, in absolute dominion over the economy and the society. (War, 
Peace, and the State, 1960). 
 
Ludwig von Mises-  
 
1. Whoever wants peace among nations must seek to limit the state and its 
influence most strictly. 
  
Mises realized peace among men is the deciding factor for increasing the 
standard of living of human civilization in the long run, and that is best achieved 
with a minimal state.  
 
2. Government is essentially the negation of liberty. 
  
Government, by its very nature, is a coercive institution which is inherently in 
opposition to personal liberty.  
 
3. Full government control of all activities of the individual is virtually the goal of 
both national parties. 
  
Even during Mises’ time the two major parties were both masquerading as 
different, but at their core, statist.  
 
4. True, governments can reduce the rate of interest in the short run. They can 
issue additional paper money. They can open the way to credit expansion by the 
banks. They can thus create an artificial boom and the appearance of prosperity. 
But such a boom is bound to collapse soon or late and to bring about a 
depression. 
  
This is a brief description of Austrian business cycle theory, which Mises had 
contributed much to.  
 
5. The real bosses under capitalism are the consumers. 
 The companies and entrepreneurs are ultimately at the whim of the consumers, 
for whom they serve.  
 
6. Capitalism gave the world what it needed, a higher standard of living for a 
steadily increasing number of people. 



  
History shows capitalism was and is responsible for the enormous increases in 
human standard of living.  
 
7. The issue is always the same: the government or the market. There is no third 
solution. 
  
Mises argued there was no middle ground and that “mixed economies” are only 
temporary; there is only socialism or capitalism.  
 
8. If one rejects laissez faire on account of man’s fallibility and moral weakness, 
one must for the same reason also reject every kind of government action. 
  
Elected officials are not angels with the people’s best interest at heart any more 
than entrepreneurs are.  
 
9. A society that chooses between capitalism and socialism does not choose 
between two social systems; it chooses between social cooperation and the 
disintegration of society. 
  
Mises argued socialism was doomed to fail and that social cooperation was 
impossible without the private means of production.  
 
10. The worst evils which mankind has ever had to endure were inflicted by bad 
governments. 
 
Mises acknowledged the tyrannical tendencies of states and how concentrated 
power is easily abused. 
 
11. Human action is purposeful.  
 
Mises’ action axiom is the basis for all of praxeology, the study of human action.  
 
Ludwig von Mises is one of the most influential libertarian thinkers of all time. 
Praxeology, the Austrian business cycle and the socialist calculation problem are 
just a few of his remarkable contributions to economics, philosophy, and 
political theory. Even if you don’t agree with all of his beliefs, it’s difficult not to 
recognize him as one of the greatest economists of all time. 
 



F.A. Hayek- 10 Quotes 
 
 
1) Economic control is not merely control of a sector of human life which can be 
separated from the rest; it is the control of the means for all our ends. The Road 
to Serfdom (1944) 
  
2) The power which a multiple millionaire, who may be my neighbour and 
perhaps my employer, has over me is very much less than that which the 
smallest functionaire possesses who wields the coercive power of the state, and 
on whose discretion it depends whether and how I am to be allowed to live or to 
work. The Road to Serfdom (1944) 
  
3) Only where we ourselves are responsible for our own interests and are free to 
sacrifice them has our decision moral value. We are neither entitled to be 
unselfish at someone else’s expense nor is there any merit in being unselfish if 
we have no choice. The Road to Serfdom (1944) 
  
4) There is all the difference in the world between treating people equally and 
attempting to make them equal. Individualism and Economic Order (1948) 
  
5) All political theories assume, of course, that most individuals are very 
ignorant. Those who plead for liberty differ from the rest in that they include 
among the ignorant themselves as well as the wisest. The Constitution of Liberty 
(1960) 
  
6) It is indeed probable that more harm and misery have been caused by men 
determined to use coercion to stamp out a moral evil than by men intent on 
doing evil. The Constitution of Liberty (1960) 
  
7) If one objects to the use of coercion in order to bring about a more even or 
more just distribution, this does not mean that one does not regard these as 
desirable. If we wish to preserve a free society, it is essential that we recognize 
that the desirability of a particular object is not sufficient justification for the use 
of coercion. The Constitution of Liberty (1960) 
  
8) Liberty not only means that the individual has both the opportunity and the 
burden of choice; it also means that he must bear the consequences of his 



actions … Liberty and responsibility are inseparable. The Constitution of Liberty 
(1960) 
  
9) “Emergencies” have always been the pretext on which the safeguards of 
individual liberty have been eroded. Laws, Legislation and Liberty – Vol. 2: The 
Mirage of Social Justice (1976) 
  
10) The curious task of economics is to demonstrate to men how little they 
really know about what they imagine they can design. The Fatal Conceit: The 
Errors of Socialism (1988) 
 
Friedman- 
 
10) "If you put the federal government in charge of the Sahara Desert, in 5 years 
there'd be a shortage of sand." 
 
9) "I am in favor of cutting taxes under any circumstances and for any excuse, 
for any reason, whenever it's possible." 
 
8) "The most important single central fact about a free market is that no 
exchange takes place unless both parties benefit." 
 
7) "When everybody owns something, nobody owns it, and nobody has a direct 
interest in maintaining or improving its condition. That is why buildings in the 
Soviet Union -- like public housing in the United States -- look decrepit within a 
year or two of their construction..." 
 
6) "There is all the difference in the world, however, between two kinds of 
assistance through government that seem superficially similar: first, 90 percent 
of us agreeing to impose taxes on ourselves in order to help the bottom 10 
percent, and second, 80 percent voting to impose taxes on the top 10 percent to 
help the bottom 10 percent -- William Graham Sumner's famous example of B 
and C decided what D shall do for A. The first may be wise or unwise, an 
effective or ineffective way to help the disadvantaged -- but it is consistent with 
belief in both equality of opportunity and liberty. The second seeks equality of 
outcome and is entirely antithetical to liberty." 
 
5) "When the United States was formed in 1776, it took 19 people on the farm 
to produce enough food for 20 people. So most of the people had to spend their 



time and efforts on growing food. Today, it's down to 1% or 2% to produce that 
food. Now just consider the vast amount of supposed unemployment that was 
produced by that. But there wasn't really any unemployment produced. What 
happened was that people who had formerly been tied up working in agriculture 
were freed by technological developments and improvements to do something 
else. That enabled us to have a better standard of living and a more extensive 
range of products." 
 
4) "Nobody spends somebody else's money as carefully as he spends his own. 
Nobody uses somebody else's resources as carefully as he uses his own. So if 
you want efficiency and effectiveness, if you want knowledge to be properly 
utilized, you have to do it through the means of private property." 
 
3) "Inflation is taxation without legislation." 
 
2) "The great danger to the consumer is the monopoly -- whether private or 
governmental. His most effective protection is free competition at home and 
free trade throughout the world. The consumer is protected from being 
exploited by one seller by the existence of another seller from whom he can buy 
and who is eager to sell to him. Alternative sources of supply protect the 
consumer far more effectively than all the Ralph Naders of the world." 
 
1) "(T)he supporters of tariffs treat it as self-evident that the creation of jobs is a 
desirable end, in and of itself, regardless of what the persons employed do. That 
is clearly wrong. If all we want are jobs, we can create any number -- for 
example, have people dig holes and then fill them up again, or perform other 
useless tasks. Work is sometimes its own reward. Mostly, however, it is the price 
we pay to get the things we want. Our real objective is not just jobs but 
productive jobs -- jobs that will mean more goods and services to consume." 
 
Fredric Bastiat- 
 
1) “The State is the great fiction through which everyone endeavours to live at 
the expense of everyone else.” 
 Selected Essays on Political Economy (1848) 
  
2) “Either fraternity is spontaneous, or it does not exist. To decree it is to 
annihilate it. The law can indeed force men to remain just; in vain would it 
would try to force them to be self-sacrificing.” 



 Justice and Fraternity, in Journal des Economistes (15/06/1848) 
  
3) “When under the pretext of fraternity, the legal code imposes mutual 
sacrifices on the citizens, human nature is not thereby abrogated. Everyone will 
then direct his efforts toward contributing little to, and taking much from, the 
common fund of sacrifices. Now, is it the most unfortunate who gains from this 
struggle? Certainly not, but rather the most influential and calculating.” 
 Justice and Fraternity, in Journal des Economistes (15/06/1848) 
  
4) “By virtue of exchange, one man’s prosperity is beneficial to all others.” 
 Economic Harmonies (1850) 
  
5) “Competition is merely the absence of oppression.” 
 Economic Harmonies (1850) 
  
6) “Society loses the value of objects unnecessarily destroyed,” and at this 
aphorism, which will make the hair of the protectionists stand on end: “To 
break, to destroy, to dissipate is not to encourage national employment,” or 
more briefly: “Destruction is not profitable.” 
 The Broken Window, from What is Seen and What is Unseen (1850) 
  
7) “Try to imagine a regulation of labor imposed by force that is not a violation 
of liberty; a transfer of wealth imposed by force that is not a violation of 
property. If you cannot reconcile these contradictions, then you must conclude 
that the law cannot organize labor and industry without organizing injustice.” 
 The Law (1850) 
  
8) “Socialism, like the ancient ideas from which it springs, confuses the 
distinction between government and society. As a result of this, every time we 
object to a thing being done by government, the socialists conclude that we 
object to its being done at all. We disapprove of state education. Then the 
socialists say that we are opposed to any education. We object to a state 
religion. Then the socialists say that we want no religion at all. We object to a 
state-enforced equality. Then they say that we are against equality. And so on, 
and so on. It is as if the socialists were to accuse us of not wanting persons to 
eat because we do not want the state to raise grain.” 
 The Law (1850) 
  



9) “If the natural tendencies of mankind are so bad that it is not safe to permit 
people to be free, how is it that the tendencies of these organizers are always 
good? Do not the legislators and their appointed agents also belong to the 
human race? Or do they believe that they themselves are made of a finer clay 
than the rest of mankind?” 
 The Law (1850) 
  
 10) “It seems to me that this is theoretically right, for whatever the question 
under discussion—whether religious, philosophical, political, or economic; 
whether it concerns prosperity, morality, equality, right, justice, progress, 
responsibility, cooperation, property, labor, trade, capital, wages, taxes, 
population, finance, or government—at whatever point on the scientific horizon 
I begin my researches, I invariably reach this one conclusion: The solution to the 
problems of human relationships is to be found in liberty.” 
 The Law (1850) 
 
Ron Paul- 
 
1. In the free society envisioned by the founders, schools are held accountable 
to parents, not federal bureaucrats. 
  
2. Freedom is not defined by safety. Freedom is defined by the ability of citizens 
to live without government interference. Government cannot create a world 
without risks, nor would we really wish to live in such a fictional place. Only a 
totalitarian society would even claim absolute safety as a worthy ideal, because 
it would require total state control over its citizens’ lives. 
  
3. America was founded by men who understood that the threat of domestic 
tyranny is as great as any threat from abroad. If we want to be worthy of their 
legacy, we must resist the rush toward ever-increasing state control of our 
society. Otherwise, our own government will become a greater threat to our 
freedoms than any foreign terrorist. 
  
4. Truth is treason in the empire of lies. 
  
5. I am convinced that there are more threats to American liberty within the 10 
mile radius of my office on Capitol Hill than there are on the rest of the globe. 
  



6. When one person can initiate war, by its definition, a republic no longer 
exists. 
  
7. What we give up on is a tyrannical approach to solving a social and medical 
problem, and We endorse the idea of voluntarism, self-responsibility, family, 
friends, and churches to solve problems, rather than saying that some 
monolithic government is going to make you take care of yourself and be a 
better person. It’s a preposterous notion, it never worked, it never will. The 
government can’t make you a better person, it can’t make you follow good 
habits. Why don’t they put you on a diet; you’re a little overweight, and i think 
you need government help!  
 
8. When the federal government spends more each year than it collects in tax 
revenues, it has three choices: It can raise taxes, print money, or borrow money. 
While these actions may benefit politicians, all three options are bad for average 
Americans. Deficits mean future tax increases, pure and simple.  
 
9. You can’t save free markets by socialism, I don’t know where this idea ever 
came from. You save free markets by promoting free markets and sound money 
and balanced budgets. 
  
10. The federal government has no right to treat all Americans as criminals by 
spying on their relationship with their doctors, employers, or bankers. 
 
 
  
 
 


